STATEMENT of TONIUEA, native of MATUPI, TAKEN by Lt. J. ¥W. BACKHOUSE
X _~ on 3 Dec 46 at .
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I cannot remember the exaci date because during the Japanese
occupation the natives lost their methods of reckoning, but it was
sometime in 1944, when I was out in the bush looking for wild fowl

eggs near the RATUFIT Cemetery, when numerous Japanese arrived (I do
I

not know the exaet number) and dug a pit about 20 feet long.
The Japanese then lined up along the pit about 40 whites.
recognised Master BEN, an elderly man cf the Pacific Hotel. They
hal tled their hanie behind their backs and had blindfelded them
®ith red cloth. The Jepanese were standing very close behind the
priscners. They laid the captives on the ground and placed cotton
%0cl cver lheir mouths anl neetrilis, ther poured some fluid on the
cotten weel from & large botlle. 'f‘he fluid used was the same as
tsed in operations. I discovered this erfter Lhe Japanese had left
owing tb the pronourced ofour on the ground. sftesr a little vhile
the Japanese remeveod the cotton woel end ihe Priconers appeared to
be senl-ccnseicus; tiie Japanece ther threw thew in the hole and filled
the hole in wiih eerth. The Japanese left as scon as the job was
finighed and I came cut from the bush vhere I hal been hiding. I
went up to the mcund and noticed the swell of ansasthetic. I was
afraicd to dig tiwem vup hecause Japanese vehicles were paseing along
“hd nsarby road. 1 then returned to my village.

Q. Can' you l‘wmlbél‘ c-‘!n;}' ()f Lhe Ji:lt"araet-’ﬁ "}I‘: Aer.e L\}f;a‘;a']t "3.
<o L cannol because I was too far away.

Qe #Alout Low far away ware you 7
Ae About 10C0 yards.

<o 4L you smw any of the Japanesge again do you think you wodld be
aple to rvecogniase them 7 R
Aes NOo

Q. Apert from Master BEN d4id you receognise any other Ean whoe was
executed 7 -

gdo the oniy reascn why I recognised Master Bem was by his grey
S0 R |

D0 you know where the 40 whites wers situated hefore heing taken
L0 tae cemelLary ? ' 1
They had becn employed hy tle Japanese and hud heen in various
Jalls in RABAUL =~ KQOKOPO Ares.

Q. Uere tne Japaness Army or Havy personnel 7 _
A. Army perscnasl; I Jdo not know from which Unit they cans.

(Fiogerprint of TONIUEA).

'(8igned) J. Backhouse, Lt. Viinesz.
var orimes Secticn, N2 § MD.

I, #.0. 2 F. S. SPRATT of 3 N.G.I.B., certify that the gbove state-
pent was madie by the native TONIUEA .{n Pldgin Bnglish and that after
cape had been taken down in writing was read over to the witness F
before he signed it and thai the translations are 4true ard correct.

F. 5.SPRATT, 0 II.
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